PENNY-WISE 


Vol. V, No. 1 Consecutive Issue No. 22 January 15, 1971 


Happy New Year ! And welcome to the 22nd issue of PENNY-WISE ! Not only 
are we proud of our past twenty-one issues of PENNY-WISE but we think that the 
twenty-second issue maintains the standards previously set. 

Herein you'll find a new method for attributing the late Late Dates one 

that just might replace Newcomb's system try it out for yourself. Photo- 

Penny Quiz is back, and John Wright continues his notes on the Tammanys. There’s 
a report of a Half Cent Whist Game, suggestions for cherrypicking the '96s, a warning 
on an unethical trader, some book reviews, all sorts of items and news. 

The annual meeting of the EAC will be held at the Hotel Americana in New York 
City on January 9. Because of the lateness of the date in relation to our publication 
deadline, news of the meeting will be carried in our next issue of P-W. 

Notice of the annual dues is also announced. All members who joined prior to 
July 1, 1970 should make out a check for $5. payable to the EAC and forward it 
promptly to Herb Silberman, P. O. Box 336, Brentwood, New York 11717. Members 
joining after July 1 are automatically continued as members until December 31, 1971. 

Your Editor appreciates all your letters and literary contributions which con- 
tinue to arrive in his mail box. Although he would very much like to answer each one 
personally and promptly, many times this is impossible because of the press of other 
duties at which he earns a living. I hope you'll understand this, as there are many 

letters which should be answered as soon as received as it so happens, each 

must wait until an opportune time presents itself sometimes a letter will get 

shuffled aside and either lost or forgotten. It isn't done intentionally so I hope 

that I am forgiven to some extent. And if the matter is urgent enough, please don't 
hesitate to jog my memory a second time. 

Herb Silberman is now moved into his new home on Long Island. Those of you 
who sent in an extra $6. for an EAC token should be receiving it sometime soon now. 
Herb and his wife have been living in a motel for the past several months while their 
home was being built to order, and all of his papers, records, tokens, etc. have been 
in storage. As soon as he gets straightened around, maybe things will become less 
hectic and he can catch up on his past duties. 

That's it for now. Sooooo-o-o, what's the story? 

Keep us posted at EAC Hq. and let us hear from you regularly. 

Yours in numismatics, 

The Editor and EAC Officers 
and Staff 
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PENNY-WISE is happy to present for EAC members another first ! You are 
about to see a whole new method of attributing the Late Date large cents - a system 

which has been developed by EAC member, Julius Reiver, after considerable study 
and long hours of work. 

The material herewith presented considers only those varieties for the year 

1850. The system eventually will be extended to include attribution of all the 
varieties for the years 1844-1857. 

Jule ® has authorized PENNY-WISE to print this rough draft of his method. 

He hopes that you will give his method a try and then let him know what you think of 
it. He suggests that you take some of your 1850 cents, and without looking at the 
previously attributed numbers, attribute the coins all over again according to his 

Sy l e ,?' See h ° W y ° U make ° Ut ! dee h0w your attributions by this new method agree 
with those done under the Newcomb method. Was Jules’ method easier perhaps ! Or 
harder, more accurate, maybe? or not as accurate ? quicker, he hopes ? or 
longer, possibly? 

In any event ’ Jules is most an xious for your reactions to his new method. Your 
itor was very impressed with the new system and feels that Jules has come up with 
a method which should make attribution of the late Late Dates easier, quicker, and 

more accurate. But it is your opinion that Jules is seeking it is your approval 

(or disapproval) which he is interested in. Jules has asked that you be frank in your 
comments, "the franker the better”. If you have any suggestions for bettering his 
sys em, he d like to hear those too. He is especially interested in your comments on 
the varieties which he has marked with asterisks and on any new listings too. 

More recently, Jules has completed his text for attributing the 1848s according 

° hlS J S Z Stem * AS anyone who has tried to attribute the 1848s would know, 1848 is a 
very i ficult year to attribute. If the membership is interested, judging from the 

commen s which he hopes to receive, Jules has promised to let PENNY-WISE publish 
his notes on the 1848s too. 

Incidentally, Julius has already copyrighted his method and this material so as 

“ M rig p tS . in 6Vent ^ ail the materiai eventually published in complete 
book form. Mr. Reiver has granted PENNY-WISE his permission to reprint this 

por ion. None of the material may be copied for publication or reprinted, either all 
or m any part, without the express written permission of Mr. Julius Reiver. 

Please forward your comments directly to Mr. Reiver, c/p Penny Hill Coins, 

P. O. Box 1267, Wilmington, Delaware, 19899. 

UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS, 1844-1857 

Julius Reiver 

Attributing the large cents from 1844 through 1857 has always been a time- 

summg job. Differences between varieties are minor. If there are no outstanding 

r c s, rea s, or engraver scratches, it is easy to make an incorrect attribution. 

^ or several years now, I have been working on an easier method. I have been fortun- 

^ aS f Stance of my g° od Wend, George Ramont, who is a dedicated 
student of large cents. 


It seems that only one master hub was used to produce all of the large cents of 
this period. Whether or not this is true, the only real difference between varieties 
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seems to be the location of the date. The date is not included in the hub, but is added 
to the working die. Undoubtedly the die makers tried to have the finished products 
look exactly the same, but there are still minor differences between dies as to the re- 
lation between the date, bust, and dentils. 

Newcomb, whose excellent book is the standard reference, described this relation 
verbally. In some years, like 1850, 1852, 1854, and 1857, Newcomb, or more 
probably Andrews, on whose work Newcomb's was based, arranged the variety num- 
bers so that the first number was assigned to the variety with the date farthest to the 
right, then progressed as the dates were shifted to the left. This arrangement made 
attributing these dates much easier, and I decided to make a list rearranging the 
varieties of each year in that order. 

To accomplish this, I converted the date locations to numbers. Using the same 
six points used by Newcomb, I ended up with a six digit "Date Reference Number" for 
each variety. These were arranged in ascending order (initially with the help of a 
computer). The Newcomb (or Andrews) numbers were retained. If they had been 
changed, the new numbers would not be valid for long, because new varieties con- 
stantly appear. This system could be used to attribute earlier dates. In describing 
the earlier reverses, Newcomb uses numbers, then converts them to words. While 
it is easier to remember the words, it is easier to find the numbers. 

In this preliminary draft, I have added the new varieties mentioned by W. E. 
Johnson, who has done considerable work on large cents. He has come up with many 
new varieties. On some, I had reached the same conclusions independently. On 
others, I have checked the coins and agree with him. On some I have checked, how- 
ever, 1 attribute them as known varieties, but am listing them for the time being. 

Any variety not listed by Newcomb will be indicated (N 27), and any that I have not 
verified will be marked with an asterisk. At some future date we should assign 
permanent numbers to accepted new varieties. 

My attribution system is built around the "Date Reference Number", a six digit 
number arrived at as follows: 

1. Vertical alignment of the point of the bust and the "1". 

2. Vertical alignment of the point of the curl and the "8". 

3. Distance between the top of the "1" and the bust. 

4. Relation of the top of the "4" or "5" and the curl above. 

5. Vertical alignment of the left edge of the base of "1" and the dentil below. 

6. Distance between the left edge of the base of "1" and the dentil below. 

It must be borne in mind that the precise locations of identification points are 
likely to vary from coin to coin of the same variety. On a heavy strike, the "1" may 
touch the bust, whereas on a lighter strike it may almost touch, or be very close. 
Therefore, the numbers may vary slightly on different coins made from the same dies# 
Another variable is the size or shape of the dentil. Some are full and well struck, but 
others fade away, causing the "1" to be farther away, and farther to the right. This 
is mentioned so that one does not expect to come up with the exact "Date Reference 
Number". The system should be used to separate quickly the possible variety num- 
bers for the particular coin. Where there is a major variety difference within a date. 
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like the 1855 and 1856 upright and italic "5"s, 
for each variety. 


I have made two lists for the date, one 


To use the system, check each identification point, in sequence, and jot down 
the number. If there is a question as to the exact number, list the possibilities. 

This is the "Date Reference Number", which is then checked with the master list 
for that date. Any number close enough to be a possible match should be listed under 
the one being checked. Numbers matching exactly should be crossed out, and 
numbers varying by one, circled. A typical example: 
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From the above 


analysis 

we come up with the 

following: 
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The other four open "5" varieties on the master list were not considered be- 
cause the variations in some of the identification points were too great. In deciding 
whether an identification point is close or not, it is important to remember that 
adjacent points do not always have adjacent numbers. In the fifth digit, for instance, 
left of center is 8, and it is adjacent to center, which is 1. 


To determine which of the five varieties we have, we turn to the verbal 
description. This was compiled from the descriptions by Newcomb, Johnson, 
George Ramont, Del Bland, and my own notes. I'm sure that additional notes will 
be forthcoming as more and better examples are studied. Unless a coin is gem 
uncirculated, the fact that some of the items are not visible is not too important, 
because, as Newcomb says, many of the smaller defects are apparent only on sharp 
nice coins. It still pays to look for them, however, because some sign of the defect 
may show up, even on a fairly worn coin. 


The next pages show the identification points. 
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1st Digit 


Vertical alignment of the point of 
the bust and the "l". 


1. Left of peak of "1" 

2. Over tip of peak, 

3. Slightly right of tip of peak, 

4. Midway tip and left edge of 
upright of "l" , 

5 • Left of left edge of upright, 
6, Oyer left edge of upright, 

7„ Right of left edge of upright, 

8, Over center of upright, 

9. Right of center, or left of 
right edge of upright, 

0, Over right edge of upright. 



2nd Digi t 

Vertical alignment of the point of 
the curl and the "8", 


Center, 

Right of center. 

Left of inside of right curve. 
Over inside of right curve. 
Right pf inside of right curve, 
Midway between inner and 
outer right curves, 

7. Left of outer right curve. 

8. Over outer right curve, 

9. Right of outer right curve. 

0, Midway "8" and "4* or "5", 
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3rd Digit 

Distance between the top of the 
"l” and the bust. 

4th Digit 

(For years 1844 through 1849) 
Distance between top of "4" 
and the curl above. 


1 . Embedded. 

2. Touches heavily. 

3. Just touches. 

4. Almost touches. 

5. Very close. 

6. '; Close. 

7. Medium. 

8. Distant. 

9. Very distant. 



4th Digit 

(For years 1850 through 1857) 
Relation of the top of the "5" 
and the curl above. 




Right and left tops of "5" 
Equidistant from curl. 

1 . Touch . 

2. Close. 

3. Distant. 

Left top of "5" closer 
to curl . 

4. Touches. 

5. Close. 

6. Distant. 

Right top of "5" 
closer to curl. 

7. Touches. 

8. Close. 

9. Distant. 


T0(> 

Of 
•« ^ «• 
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5th Digit 


Vertical alignment of the left edge 
of the base of the first "1" and 
the dentil below. 


I £ 5 

• >'^,7 8 I 


8>oTf o M ot "1‘ 


1. Center of dentil, 

2. Right of center. 

3. Over right edge. 

4. Right of right edge. 

5. Center of space 
between dentils 
Left of left edge. 
Over left edge 0 

8. Right of left edge, 
or left of center. 


6 . 

7. 



6th Digit 


Distance between the left edge 
of the base of "1 " and the 
dentil below. 


1 . Embedded. 

2. Touches heavily. 

3. Just touches. 

4. Almost touches. 

5. Very close, 

6. Close. 

7. Medium, 

8. Distant. 

9. Very distant. 



Borrow 


Of 


'I 
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DATE REFERENCE NUMBERS - 1850 


Newcomb No. 


Date Ref. No. 


20 * 
8 * 
9 
23 
(25) 
(27) 
(24) 
15 
10 


Open 5 


Closed 5 


* 1 , 2 

3 
14 

4 

5 

22 

7 

6, 13 
19 
16 
18 
12 
17 
21 

11, (26) 


3 5 5 8 5 6 
6 7 3 7 1 3 
6 8 5 8 1 3 
6 8 5 8 4 4 

6 8 6 9 8 4 

7 7 5 8 5 

7 9 5 9 4 6 

7 9 7 8 7 3 

8 9 6 8 8 3 


1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
8 
8 


2 4 18 

4 116 

5 3 7 3 
5 3 7 5 
5 4 7 5 
5 3 7 4 
7 4 7 2 
7 5 8 1 
7 3 7 8 
7 3 7 8 
7 5 8 8 

7 6 8 2 

8 6 8 7 

9 5 7 7 
9 5 8 4 


6 

7 
6 
6 
6 

8 

5 

6 
5 
8 
3 
2 
1 
5 
5 



* I HAVE NOT SEEN THIS VARIETY 
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Newcomb 1 


12 4 18 6 


Closed 5 


Same die as N 2. 


Obverse 

1. Dots at throat. 

2. Lines up from innermost curl. 

Reverse 

1. Lines up to left from "N" to rim. 

2. Points up from tops of "ITE". 

3. Points down from bottoms of "CEN", top of "C". 

4. Points horizontal to left from both sides of "O" in "ONE", "C" in "CENT". 

5. Vertical lines in "N" in "ONE, "N" in "CENT". 

6. Scratches from tops of "ME" to rim. 

Newcomb 2 1 2 4 1 8 6 Closed 5 Same die as N 1. 

Obverse 

1. Dots at throat. 

2. Lines up from innermost curl. 

3. Many diagonal scratches cover field from 3rd star - date - to 13th star. 

4. Line to left from center of "1"% 

5. Many points up from head above "L" toward 6th star. 

6. Several lines down from dentils from 8th to 12th stars. 

7. Extra point to left of 1st star. 

8. Roughness and heavy lines left of 2nd star. 

Reverse 

1. Many heavy scratches back of "ONE CENT". 

2. Some scratches back of "IT", 

3. No die cracks. 

4. Die crack tops of "TED" to rim over "S". 

5. Die crack rim over 1st "T" - tops of "TE" - rim over "S". 

6. Die crack rim over "A" - tops of "M" - rim over "E". 

Sub-Varieties 

I. Obverse 1 through 8, reverse 1, 2, 3. 

II. Obverse 1 through 8, reverse 1, 2, 4. 

III. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, reverse 1, 2, 4. 

IV. Obverse 1, 7, reverse 1 almost gone, 4, 5, 6. 

Newcomb 3 3 4 1 1 6 7 Closed 5 


Obverse 

1. Line from hollow between chin and lip up to left. 

2. Lines from throat down to left and right. 

Reverse 

1. Perfect. 

2. Low spots under "E" in "ONE". 

3. Low spots like 2 plus between "O" in "ONE" and "C" in "CENT". 

4. Low spots like 3 now touch entire left side of "O", entire top of "C", wreath left 
of "O" and "C", between "C" and "E", inside of "O". 
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Newcomb 3 (Continued) 


Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 1 

b. Obverse 1,2, reverse 2 

c. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 3 

d. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 4 

Newcomb 4 3 5 3 7 5 6 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1. Heavy lines from 13th star to rim. 

Reverse 

1. Heavy lines from right side of "C" in "CENT" - below tops of "ENT" - to wreath 
between leaf and berry. Although heavy, line is not necessarily continuous. 

2. Line in 1 is weak, showing up as points on each side of uprights of letters. 

3. Points down from leaf over "E" in "ONE" - touch "E". 

4. Points from right side of "O" and "N" in "ONE". 

5. Points up from top of "T" in "CENT". 

6. Line from right bottom of "T" in "CENT" to leaf below. 

Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, reverse 2 through 6. 

b. Obverse 1, reverse 1, 3 through 6. 

Newcomb 5 3 5 4 7 5 6 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1* Heavy vertical line down from first coil back of head, continues into field as a 
dash', then some dots. 

2. Several light lines from back of head up to right toward line in 1. 

Reverse 

1. Line down to left from top of left upright of "N" in "CENT" - extends upward 
toward left bottom of "E" in "ONE". (Not continuous) 

2. Heavy point up from left stand of ”E" in "ONE". 

3. Two points up, one down from top stand of "N" in "CENT", parallel to line in 1. 

4. Light lines in "E" in "ONE", parallel to line in 1. 

5. Very light line up to right meets line in 1 under right side of "N" in "ONE", 

forming an inverted "V". 

Newcomb 6 5 7 5 8 1 6 Closed 5 Same die as N 13. 

Obverse 

1. Small spine between two lower right points of 6th star. 

2. Diagonal lines close between innermost curl and curl above. 

Reverse 

1. Diagonal scratches up to right appear as points touching every letter of 
"ONE CENT", entire wreath, and "MERICA". 
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Newcomb 6 (Continued) 


2. Points become lines through "E" in "ONE", and around "C" in "CENT". 

3. No crack. 

4. Crack tops of "UNIT" - center of "E" - to rim over "D". 

5. Crack extends to left from "U" to rim near ribbon end. 

Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 1, 2, 3. 

b. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 1, 2, 4. 

c. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 1, 2, 4, 5. 

Newcomb 7 5 7 4 7 2 5 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1. Shallow lump on neck close under jaw. 

2. Many fine lines down to right from main curl behind head. 

3. Bottom of "O" in date more distant from border than bottom of "1". 

Reverse 

1. Field is slightly rough around legend. 

2. "UNITED STAT" blurry. 

3. Dot on upright of "E" in "CENT" above center. * 

Newcomb 8* 6 7 3 7 1 3 Open 5 

Obverse 

1. Top of "R" double. 

Newcomb 9 6 8 5 8 1 3 Open 5 

Obverse 

1. Bottom of "O" in date distant from border. 

2. Small dot below eye. 

3. Three vertical lines down from rim between 5th and 6th stars. 

Reverse 

1. Many diagonal scratches behind "ONE CENT", and between "C" and "T" of 
"CENT” and wreath. 

2. Behind "E" and "N" of "CENT" there are so many scratches that they form a 
criss-cross pattern. 

3. No die crack. 

4. Die crack from rim over "A" to tops of "ME". 

Sub- Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, 2, 3, reverse 1, 2, 3. 

b. Obverse 1, 2, 3, reverse 1, 2, 4. 

Newcomb 10 8 9 6 8 8 3 Open 5 From same die as N 15, but 

struck later. 

Obverse 

1. "O" in date very distant from rim. 

2. Several heavy scratches diagonally from innermost curl toward main curl. 
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Newcomb 10 (Continued) 


3. Scratch from tip of innermost curl almost vertical to main curl, crossing the 
heaviest scratch in 3. 

4. Nos. 4, 5, 6 of N 15, lines from rim to 1st, 5th, and 13th stars are very weak, 
practically gone. 

Reverse 

1. Perfect. 

2. Two narrow rim breaks, one over "TE", the other over "FA".* 

Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, reverse 1. 

b. * Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, reverse 2*. 

Newcomb 11 8 9 5 8 4 5 Closed 5 Die same as N 26. 

Obverse 

1. "O" in date near rim. 

2. Light diagonal scratches from lower part of neck to bust. 

3. Bottom of "O" in date finely recut. 

Newcomb 12 6 7 6 8 2 2 Closed 5 


Obverse 

1. Tyne up to right from neck just below throat. 

2. "O" distant from rim. 

3. Small lump on jaw near lobe of ear. 

Reverse 

1. Small points to left on top and center of left side of "C" in "CENT". 

2. Large point to right from center of seriph of "C" in "CENT". 

3. Small dot on left side of upright of "E" in "CENT", below center. 

Newcomb 13 5 7 5 8 1 6 Closed 5 The die is the same as N 6, 

but an earlier state. 

Obverse 

1. Large spine between two lower right points of 6th star. 

2. Diagonal lines close between innermost curl and curl above. 

3. Heavy points up to left from junction of curl and coronet. 

4. Light points up to left from junction of hair and coronet (under 6th star). 

5. Small plain dash close to left side of 8 above its center. 

6. Many diagonal lines from border up to left under space including "O ' in date 
and 13th star. 

Reverse 

1. Perfect. 

2. Fine crack tops of "ED" to rim. 

3. Fine crack from over "S" through tops of "TATE" to rim over S' . 

4. Crack rim over "A" to tops of "MER”. 

5. Cracks 2 and 3 heavier. 

6. Die sinking from 2nd "A", "UNITED STATES". 

7. Lines from "ERIC" to rim. 

8. Entire reverse sinking. . 

9. Crack from tip of stem - folded ribbon - ribbon end. 
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Newcomb 13 (Continued) 


Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1 through 6, reverse 1. 

b. Obverse 1 through 6, reverse / , 3, 6. 

c. Obverse 1 through 6, reverse 4, 5, 7, 8, 9. 

Newcomb 14 3 5 3 7 3 6 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1. Two medium, several fine horizontal lines to right of "Y". 

2. Lines up to right from innermost curl to main curl, others from main curl to bun. 

3. Many scratches from neck, some up to left, others down to left, forming a 
criss-cross pattern. 

4. Curved scratch across cheek from center of curl before ear. 

5. Surface of field rough. 

Reverse 

1. Several diagonal lines down to right behind "E" in "ONE". 

2. Scratches down to right from tops of "ICA" to rim. 

3. Rim breaks over "D ST" - "AT" - "ES" - "FA". (Four breaks) 

4. Perfect 

5. Surface of field rough. 

Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, reverse 1, 2. 

b. Obverse 1, 2, 4, reverse 4. 

c. Obverse 1, 2, 4, 5, reverse 3, 5. 

Newcomb 15 7 9 7 8 7 3 Open 5 Die is same as N .10, but 

an earlier state. 

Obverse 

1. "O" in date very distant from rim. 

2. Several heavy scratches diagonally from innermost curl toward main curl. 

3. Light but sharp scratch from tip of innermost curl almost vertically up to 

main curl, crossing heaviest scratch in 2. 

4. Heavy lines from rim down vertically to 5th star. 

5. Lines horizontal and vertical from rim at 1st star. 

6. Diagonal lines from rim between "O" and 13th star. 

Reverse 

1. Low spot near Wreath under "N" in "CENT". 

2. Spot in 1 touches "N", "T", and wreath. 

3. Lot spot between "E" in "ONE" and "T" in "CENT". 

Sub- Varieties 

a. Obverse 1 through 6, reverse 1. 

b. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, reverse 1, 2, 3. 

Newcomb 16 6 7 3 7 8 8 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1. Roughness over entire coin, particularly field. 
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Newcomb 16 (Continued) 


2. Faint crack or engraver's scratch from lowest curl to 13th star, between two 
upper left points,, 

3. Faint engraver's scratch from hair under "L" to left bottom of "I". 

Reverse 

1. Points up to left from "E" in "ONE", "ENT" in "CENT". 

2. Points up from cross bar of "E" in "ONE". 

3. Long point up from inside of right upright of "N" in "CENT", parallel to 
cross bar. 

4. Many vertical lines through wreath touch "N" in "UNITED" and "C" in "CENT". 

5. Vertical lines through wreath left of "O" in "ONE". 

6. Two points up from lower seriph of 1st "3" in "STATES". 

7. "O" in "ONE", "C" in "CENT" doubled. 

Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, 2, 3, reverse 1 through 6. 

b. Obverse 1, 2, 3, reverse 1 through 7. 

Newcomb 17 6 8 6 8 7 1 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1. "O" in date close to rim. 

2. Delicate outline below bottom of "5". 

3. Heavy line connects left edge of "1" to left edge of dentil. 

4. Very fine line connects right edge of "1" to right side of dentil. 

5. Many fine diagonal lines down to right from top of coin cover entire field right 
of 6th star and right of center of date. 

6. A few heavy scratches cross lines in 5, because they are more nearly horizontal. 
These lines are down to right from junction of head and bun, and from between 
curls over left side of "O" in date. 

7. Three heavy scratches up to left from head under 7th star, are parallel to 
scratches in 6. 

8. Several scratches, not parallel, up to left from top of bust where it meets neck, 

9. Scratches like 8, from neck near top - to bottom of jaw. 

10. Small but sharp elongated dot in center of neck. 

11. Massive rim break covers edge over 6tn, 7th, and 8th stars. 

Reverse 

1. Heavy diagonal lines up to right from tops of "UNIT" to rim. 

2. Heavy diagonal lines up to right from tops of "ERI" to rim. 

3. Marks from clashed dies over "O" and right of "E" in "ONE", curving to top of 
"T" in "CENT". 

4. Low spot covers area left of "O" in "ONE" to wreath, above to wreath, and below 

two-thirds of distance to "C" in "CENT". 

5. Low area extends into field over "N" in "ONE", below to "C", covering area 
between upper half of "C" and wreath. 

Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1 through 10, reverse 1, 2, 3, 4. 

b. Obverse 1 through 11, reverse 1, 2 , 3, 4, ,5. 
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Newcomb 18 


6 7 5 8 8 3 


Closed 5 


Obverse 

1. "BER" strong, "LI" and "TY" weak. 

2. Horizontal lines from the rim over 6th and 7th stars. Point to right from 5th 
star. 

3. Lines up to left from rim between "O" and 13th star. 

Reverse 

1. Line connects 9th berry with leaf above. 

Newcomb 19 6 7 3 7 8 5 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1. Small lump between "1" and "8". 

2. Many scratches between lower curls, stars 12 and 13, and rim. 

3. Many scratches around date, particularly left of "1" and over "O". 

4. Many scratches between face and rim, particularly near face and neck, and 
under first 6 stars. 

5. Light scratches under 7th and 8th stars, heavy scratches between 10th star and 
rim. 

6. Light points from back of head. 

7. Bottom of bust and curl over "8" and "5" blunted. 

Reverse 

1. Many heavy scratches down to right behind "NIT", wreath, and "CEN". Lighter 
scratches behind "ONE" and "T" in "CENT". 

2. Several vertical scratches under "N" and "E" in "UNITED", wreath, and "C" 
in "CENT". 

3. Horizontal scratches through "C" in "CENT", through wreath toward "I" in 
"UNITED", next to last leaf toward stem, "TE" in "STATES", "OF", and 
between "F A". 

4. No low spots. 

5. Low spot from wreath to left center of "C" in "CENT", top of "C", left side of 
"O" in "ONE", to berry over center of "N". 

6. Spot in 5 extends to "E" in "CENT", left top of "N" in "ONE", to wreath over 
entire "N". 

7. Low spot touches bottom of "E" in "ONE", top of "T" in "CENT". 

Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, reverse 1, z, 3, 4. 

b. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, reverse 1, 2, 3, 5. 

c. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, reverse 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7. 

d. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, reverse 1, 2, 3, 5. 

Newcomb 20* 3 5 5 8 5 6 Open 5 

Newcomb 21 8 9 5 7 7 5 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1. "O" distant from rim. 

2. Points down to right from main curl, innermost curl. 
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Newcomb 21 (Continued) 


3. Curved line joins left side (not bottom) of seriph of "1” to left side of dentil. 

4. Diagonal lines up to right from top of bust to lower part of neck. 

Reverse 

1. "D STAT" weak. 

Newcomb 22 4 5 3 7 4 8 Closed 5 

Obverse 

1. Elongated dot in center of bust midway over space between "1" and "8". 

Reverse 

1. Two scratches from first leaf - over ribbon, down to right above and almost 
parallel to stem. 

Newcomb 23 6 8 5 8 4 4 Open 5 

Obverse 

1. Dot on lobe of ear. 

2. Date weak. 

3. Surface rough. 

4. Line connects ball and upright of "5". 

Reverse 

1. Fine point up from right top corner of "T" in "CENT". 

2. Surface rough around legend. 

3. Three low areas between "ONE" and "CENT", touching all letters and wreath 
on right and left. 

4. Low area along inside of bottom of wreath below "EN" touches "N". 

Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, reverse 1. 

b. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 1. 

c. Obverse 1, 2, 3, 4, reverse 1, 2, 3, 4. 

( Newcomb 24 ) 7 9 5 9 4 6 Open 5 

Reverse 

1. Point up from right top of "T" in "CENT". 

( Newcomb 25 ) 6 8 6 9 8 4 Open 5 Reverse die is the same 

as N 26. 

Obverse 

1. Very weak date. Middle of "5" and top of "G" not visible. 

Reverse 

1. Points up from tops of "NE" and "CENT", bottoms of "ONE". 

2. Points down to left from bottoms of "N" and "E" in "ONE". 

3. Lines inside letters slope down to left through "N" and "E" in "ONE", "E" and 
"N" in "CENT". 

4. Long, slightly curved line between "NI" and rim, another shorter line from rim 
over left side of "U" to right top of "U". 

-16- 


( Newcomb 25 ) (Continued) 



5. 


Points to left through "N" in "ONE", "CEN", wreath left of "C" in "CENT", 
and over "E" in "ONE", 


Newcomb 26 8 9 5 8 4 5 Closed 5 Die same as N 11 

Reverse die same as N 25 

Obverse 

1. "O" in date near rim. 

2. Light diagonal scratches from lower part of neck to bust. 


Reverse 

1. Points up from tops of "NE" and "CENT”. 

2. Points down to left from bottoms of "NE". 

3. Lines inside letters slope down to left through "N" in "ONE" and "N" in "CENT". 

4. Long, slightly curved line between "NI" and rim. 

5. Points to left through "N" in "ONE" and "CEN". 

6. Low spot between "E" in "ONE", "T" in "CENT", and right of lower half of 
"E" almost to wreath. 

( Newcomb 27 ) 7 7 5 8 2 5 Open 5 

Obverse 

1. Weak date. 

2. Dot under eye. 


Reverse 

1. Lines up to right to rim from tops of 


'ERT 


2. Low spots left of "C" in "CENT", "O" in "ONE' 


and above. 


Note- This reverse is similar to N 19, but without the scratches. 


Sub-Varieties 

a. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 1, 

b. Obverse 1, 2, reverse 1, 2. 


************* 


A most hearty "WELCOME ABOARD" is extended to the following new 
members acquired by various "press" gangs throughout the Country, along the 
Waterfront and elsewhere since the last docking of PENNY-WISE: 


South Florida Coin Club 
Philip Branson 
Zack Carden, Jr. 
Michael & Graham 

Malcolm Varner 


J. M. Wolfe 


8601 South Dixie Highway Kendall, Miami, Florida 33156 


Box 306, Mary Esther, Florida 32569 

2414 Maplewood Drive, Chattanooga, Tennessee 37421 
c/o Hillcrest Enterprises, P. O. Box 5022, 

Beverly Hills, California 90210 

c/o Hillcrest Enterprises, P. O. Box 5022, 

Beverly Hills, California 90210 

106 - 7th Avenue, Butler, Pennsylvania 16001 
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The following is a reprint of an article which appeared in THE NUMISMATIST 
for February, 1911, pages 53-54. The article was found by Paul Oliphant who 
obtained permission from Ed Rochette, Editor of THE NUMISMATIST, for PENNY- 
WISE to reprint it. 

PENNY-WISE hereby acknowledges, with thanks, permission from Mr. 

Rochette and THE NUMISMATIST to herewith reprint the article: 

RECORD PRICES FOR UNITED STATES CENTS 

Many record prices for United States coins have been made in 1910, but 
especially remarkable have been the prices which have been paid for certain varieties 
of the old-fashioned copper cents that were issued from 1793 to 1857. These are now 
the highest priced series of coins in the world, according to a statement recently 
made by one of America's leading numismatists. 

The highest price ever paid for a cent was $340. , which this year was paid for 
an uncirculated specimen of a Liberty Cap cent dated 1793 which was sold in this city 
last September. The former owner of the coin, the late Peter Mougey of Cincinnati, 
is said to have taken a trip from his home to Philadelphia in order to secure this 
specimen. 

The rarest cents and highest in price are those dated 1793, 1799, and 1804, all 
of which when uncirculated are held at $100. and upward. There are a number of 
other pieces dated several years later that bring high premiums when in uncirculated 
condition. One of these is dated 1809. All the cents of this year are very scarce in 
Fine condition, and it is difficult to procure a specimen that does not show consider- 
able wear. There are two varieties of this cent which are held at a high premium. 

A perfectly struck 1809 recently brought the record figure of $75. Another valuable 
coin is the 1807 "Comet" variety. This coin gains its title from the fact that a break 
in the die shows a cometlike streak of metal or ridge just behind the head. A 
splendidly preserved example of this variety sold for $41. this year. 

The cent of 1821 in perfect condition is another rare and extremely valuable 
coin. This year, what was said to have been the finest known cent of this date, 
brought $58. , while an uncirculated cent of 1823 brought $80. 

A variety of the cent of 1825, one of the finest known, of red color, just as it 
originally came from the coinage press, brought $23.; while a splendid, uncirculated 
cent of 1827, also thought to be the finest known, sold this year for $24. 

It must not be inferred that all cents in the original mint red state of preserva- 
tion must be very valuable, for that is not the case. Perfectly red cents of such 
early dates as 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819, and 1820 are easily procurable at a premium 
ranging from 35 cents up to a few dollars. 

An 1834 cent this year brought $42. It was of the variety showing an uneven 
date in large figures, with small stars around the head of Liberty. It was in 
brilliant proof condition. 
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There are many rare and high priced cents even after the last named year. 

A Fine proof cent dated 1840 with small figures in the date brought this year $25. , 
while a brilliant proof cent of 1842 with small figures in the date sold for $34. A 
splendid proof cent of 1846 with tall figures in the date brought $43. , and a red 
proof cent of 1849 sold for $21. 

The rarest of all cents is a variety dated 1793. Its exact value is a matter of 
conjecture-, as it has not been offered at auction since 1890, when two specimens 
were disposed of at the sale of the Parmelee collection. This variety of cent is of 
the "flowing hair" type, which shows a head of Liberty to the right with wildly flowing 
hair, which was one of the first designs to be made at the Mint. The coin does not 
differ materially in design from certain other cents of 1793 showing a wreath on the - 
reverse except in a tiny emblem directly under the bust of Liberty. This is a 
representation of a sprig containing four leaves, varying in this respect from the 
other similar varieties of the year, which show but three leaves on the sprig. 

This cent is known as the "four leaf clover" cent, and up to the present time 
only three specimens are definitely known. All three are in the collection of a well- 
known Chicagoan. It is safe to say that were a fine specimen of this cent offered at 
auction, it would bring $500. 

There are a surprising number of practical business men who are quietly 
engaged in bringing together a complete series of the cent pieces, dating from 1793 
up to the present year. Collectors of these coins are put down by some persons as 
being afflicted with a mild form of insanity, yet it is a curious thing that even the 
most matter-of-fact men readily fall victims to the allurements of the humble cent 
piece. 

One of the best known coin collectors of this country, and one of the earliest, 
who brought together the most comprehensive collection of his time, had his 
interest aroused in coins through his search for a fine specimen of the 1799 cent. 

This was J. J. Mickley of Philadelphia. Mr. Mickley was born in 1799 and desired 
a cent of that date for this reason. It was through the difficulty he experienced in 
obtaining a well-preserved example of the 1799 cent that attention was drawn to the 
extreme rarity of coins of the date in any condition, but particularly those showing 
no wear from circulation. Mr. Mickley's interest in coins gradually grew until he 
had finally brought together a wonderfully complete collection. - Edgar H. Adams, 
in the New York SUN. " 




CHERRYPICKING THE DRAPED BUST 1796's 


Gordon J. Wrubel 

Denis Loring’s recent discovery of a new variety of 1796 caused me to take a 
closer, more critical look at the Draped Bust varieties of that date. I never really 
had any trouble attributing this series. All I needed was a condition-2-or-better 
coin, some decent lighting, PENNY WHIMSY, and about ten minutes. But I didn't 
know the series well enough for things to "snap upstairs" a la Loring. So, like a 
dedicated cherrypicker, I pulled out PENNY WHIMSY for an in-depth study of the 
text and plates for clues and guides to quick attribution. 

After finding a few points which were good for attributing some isolated 
varieties, I discovered a simple guide which identifies, with a few exceptions, 
most of the very scarce to extremely rare varieties. When looking at a Draped 
Bust '96, just remember to check the right branch on the reverse of the coin. If 
the branch terminates in a double leaf, there is a good chance that you have a worth- 
while number. There are twenty-three varieties which have this characteristic 
( including the 1794-type reverses S and V and the 1795-type reverse U). 

The breakdown in PENNY WHIMSY on the rarity of the twenty-three varieties 
is as follows: 


Rarity 1: 

None 

Rarity 2: 

3-110 

Rarity 3: 

S-104 (which is desirable for its LIHERTY anyway), 
3-109, and S-119 (which is scarce in low grade) 

Rarity 4: 

S-102, S-115 

Rarity 5: 

S-106, 108, 111, 114 

Rarity 6: 

S-94, 100, 101, 103, 105, 112, 113 

Rarity 7: 

NCI, 107, 117, 118 

Rarity 8: 

NC3 , NC5 


If you should see a Draped Bust 1796 which has single terminal leaves, don't 
automatically reject it as a common variety. You may be passing up such a rarity 
as an 3-95, NC2, S-96, S-99, NC4, or an S-116. 

The reverses on the 1796 Draped Bust series are pretty tell-tale. If one 
notes the terminal leaves and the position of the third outside leaf under the I of 
UNITED (Herb Silberman's cherrypicking pointer in P-W Vol. Ill, page 149), 
he has the series pretty well licked. 


John D. Wright has forwarded us the enclosed item with a notation that it be a 
top priorj^y for the January issue: 

—WARNING— 

On page 60 of the December 2 issue of COIN WORLD appeared the following 
swap offer: 

Large cent 1797 Sheldon 124 Rarity 7, 

Condition 30; trade for 1799, 1804, or 
best offer. Dave Whiting, 2614 Blossom 
Road, West Palm Beach, Florida, 33406. 

C. F. Gordon obtained a pressing from Whiting. The pressing, although of 
poor quality, is definitely of an S-138. C. F. wrote to Whiting, telling him the 
attribution of his coin and describing a previous bad experience of his own on this 
variety. Whiting replied that he had another collector who was interested in the 
coin anyway. 

Beware of all such offers. Confirm the attribution of all the coins you buy 
and be prepared to expect that a fair share of rarities will be misattributed. Pass- 
ing a coin as a rarity after being informed of its misattribution or spurious nature 
is the highest form of dishonesty. 

Be on guard against all such forms of chicanery ! 

************* 

ATTENTION! HALF CENT BUFFS 

A recent letter from George Nelson calls attention to a sale of half cents. 
George says: 

"Apparently, from recent issues of P-W, there are a number of members 
who are interested in the half cent series. 

In the up-coming February Stack's auction, I have my complete date set of 
half cents listed, with a few extra varieties of certain dates. I haven't seen the 
catalogue yet, but I presume that Stack's will grade them as I did, almost 90 per 
cent of them being UNC. There are no proofs - only dates, but there are 32 
pieces involved, all regular issues. They range from a beautiful 1800 to a part 
red 1857. 

I mention the sale in case any members of EAC interested in half cents are 
not on Stack's mailing list." 

Thanks to you for the item, George, and best of luck on the sale ! 


"PHOTOGRADE"; GOOD, BUT 


A Book Review 


by John D. Wright 

Jim Ruddy's PHOTOGRADE is an excellent book but it definitely is not the 
panacea it is claimed to be. Hard, cold economics - not provable facts - have 
fashioned the advertising campaign for this book. "Good" is not enough; 

"Excellent" does not sell; only "Cure to All Past Woes" entices money from the 
masses. 

Photographic grading has been with us for at least a decade - the old ROTG- 
GRADE provided mediocre halftone pictures of all the Twentieth Century issues, as 
did many of its compatriots. Ruddy's book has extended this tried-and-failed practice 
to encompass all series and has provided pictures which are at least an order of 
magnitude above the quality previously seen. 

The standard BROWN & DUNN filled a void with its publication - not bringing 
order out of chaos, but at least subduing the confusing rabble to some extent. 
PHOTOGRADE has done the same. While the book cannot sustain the claim of 
"panacea", or even of "significantly better", it does indeed provide a little more 
clarification, a little more standardization, than was apparent before. 

The introductory chapter is excellent and provides a concise, authoritative ex- 
position on die errors, die failures, peculiarities of striking, and their effect on 
wear. This presentation is better written than any I have seen elsewhere. The 
section on grading of Colonial coins is exactly what has been needed for this coinage 
and the method of presentation reflects a clear understanding of the problem - a 
problem which heretofore had been tackled with the same cook book formulae used 
for the buttons we call money today. 

The three major technical faults with PHOTOGRADE are the picture sizes, 
the black background used to display the coins, and the grading accuracy. The 
quality of the illustrations is almost uniformly above reproach. 

The illustrations come in various sizes, generally consistent for a given 
series, but the picture-size bears no relation either to coin-size or to a standard 
"uniform size". A few of the more blatant disparities are all the Nickels and the 
Type II Liberty Standing Quarters which are grossly larger than any of the Halves or 
Silver Dollars. The Flying Eagle Cents are larger than the Large Cents; the Gold 
Dollars are larger than both the Silver Dollars and the $10. Gold Pieces - the list 
could continue 

The black backdrop around the illustrations is quite eye-catching and sets off 
each picture for maximum aesthetic effect. Unfortunately, however, the black 
backdrop of these plates picks up just as many disfiguring, unremovable fingerprints 
as did the same background on the Gilbert Half Cent plates of several decades ago. 

The grading disparities are not overly numerous: only those in the Large 
Cent section will be examined in detail: 
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1 . 


2 . 

3. 


Chain - 


1794 

Bust 


(a) the obverse of a coin marked "Fine" is no better than the 
the picture above it marked "VG". 

(b) the obverse of a coin marked "Very Fine" is obviously 
heavily tooled and badly overgraded. 

(c) coin marked "VF" reverse is "Fine" at its best. 

(d) coin marked "XF" obverse is "VF". The reverse 
grade appears correct. 

(a) coin marked "XF" obverse is VF. Reverse is fully XF. 

(a) obverses labelled "VG", "F", and "VF" are 

technically about correct, but the coins selected are 
poor choices for instruction. The "VG" seems to be a 
10-coin, the "F" a 12-coin, and the "VF" a 15-coin. 

As a result, these three pictures span a scant five 
points rather than the thirteen points expected. 


All in all, I consider PHOTOGRADE a worthwhile addition to my library and a 
good value for its $5. price tag. While I do not consider this book to be a 
"necessity" as I do PENNY WHIMSY or Taxay's U„S. MINT AND COINAGE and 
although the book does not appear equal to the claims for it, PHOTOGRADE is a 
well-conceived and knowledgably-written book. If the timing of its inception had 
been different, PHOTOGRADE would probably have been accepted as the grading 
standard with BROWN & DUNN as "the come-lately contender". 


************* 


"THE HERITAGE OF COINS": INTERESTING, INSTRUCTIVE Review also 

done by John D. Wright 

Library 1, Volume 1 of The International Numismatic Collector Society, 
titled THE HERITAGE OF COINS and written by Thomas W. Becker, made its 
debut about three months ago. The text presents a concise history of coined 
money from its inception around 640 B.C. to the present. Unlike most such books 
produced in this country, it does not conclude with several grandiose chapters on 
U. S. coinage. The practices, and developments which are of world-wide "state 
of the art" significance. The final chapter focuses on numismatics as a discipline 
and as a historic pastime, on numismatic organizations, specialty groups, 
achievements, and on numismatic displays of note in this country and abroad. 

The only mention of U. 3 . large cents is a single half-sentence in the text 
and a group illustration of some worn cents and half cents of 1793 with the caption: 
"A scattering of some of the first cents and half cents of 
the United States shows them to be primitive by today's 
standards. " 

Obviously this author is no Penny-hound, nor has he ever spent an enchanting ten 
minutes lost in the beauty of an MS 1793 Wreath cent or a 1794 cent. Otherwise 
his caption might have read: 

" shows today's coinage to be degenerate by the 

standards of that day. " 
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The nearly-$ll. price tag on this 64-page, 9x 12 inch book may seem a little 
high until one considers the set of 35 mm color slides included in the front of the 
book. Eighteen high quality slides illustrate the principal coins discussed in the 
book and provide an excellent basis for a talk on the subject before a local coin 
club, using the information drawn from the text. At a normal price of 35 cents 
each for commercially-produced slides, this would reduce the price of the text to 
less than $5. which seems quite reasonable. 

The book is the first of a series to be produced by the International Numis- 
matic Collector Society. Each book will include a text and illustrative slides for a 
particular coinage. Library 1, Volume 2, THE STORY OF THE DOLLAR by 
Charles Hoskins, has just recently been released and appears to be a twin to its pre- 
decessor in literary, illustrational and educational quality. 

Both Volume 1 and Volume 2 have impressed me enough to consider joining the 
Society, which seems to be an interesting variant on the old "Book-of -the -Month 
Club" idea. 

************* 


GEORGE V. NELSON GIVES HIS "TWO CENTS WORTH": 

"Possibly someone in EAC can define for me some of the conditions of surface 
which I find listed repeatedly in auction catalogs, advertisements, and even in 
PENNY-WISE. Although I am a comparatively new collector of the Early Dates 
(I've been at it just about eight years now), I’m confused by some of the nomen- 
clature used to refer to the surfaces of our early coppers. My Early Dates are 
mainly 1794's, a few of which fall into one or another of the following categories, 
but what are the differences ? 

Rough, some corrosion 

Corroded and pitted 

Granular surfaces 

Pitted (or "light pitting" ) 

Porous (or "Some porosity") 

Irregular surface 

May have been buried (Who would ever know this except 

the person who dug it up in the 1800's or ? ) 

Defect in the original planchet (This one really gets me. 

Who would still be alive today that could possibly answer this? 
Maybe WB can explain ? ) 

I'm sure that there are some other terms which I have overlooked. Anyway, 
I'm throwing in my "two cents worth", hoping that someone in our nice club can and 
will enlighten me. 

With kind regards - and, as always, I thoroughly enjoy PENNY-WISE." 


PENNY PHOTO-QUIZ No. 3 


Ned Bush 


At long last, I am presenting PENNY- WISE's third P-PQ. As in the past, 

I shall welcome your attribution and grading of the coins from the plates herewith 
presented as well as any constructive criticism you may have. One criticism, 
however, is declared out-of-bounds, and that is the general condition of the coins 
used for the Quiz. I made a plea to the membership in PENNY-WISE, asking for the 
loan of good quality 1793 Chain and Wreath cents, and I didn't receive even one offer 
in reply. My thanks go again to Denis Loring and to Martin Post for their generous 
contributions in making this particular quiz possible. Send your answers to 

Edward B. Bush, M.D. 

19 North way Court 
Anderson, Indiana 46011 


#1. Medium-dark brown. Numerous surface nicks and rim damage. 


#2. Dark brown, re-colored long ago. No date. Rims intact. 
Reverse black; high points colored. 

#3. Medium brown. Two thirds of date visible. Minimal planchet 
defect present between D and S, Edges are otherwise perfect. 



#4. 


Dark brown. Carbon spots on obverse. 


#5. Medium brown in color. Date complete except for lower third 
of 3. Carbon spot 2 mm. in diameter opposite nose. Reverse 
shows nicks. Fraction bar and denominator missing, due to 
wear. 


#6. Dark brown. Date missing. Nicks and scratches as pictured. 
#7. Surfaces brownish-black in color. Badly corroded and porous. 


# 8 . 



Dark brown. Surfaces perfect. All details stand out clearly. 
Small rim nicks on reverse. 
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HALF CENT WHIST 
As reported by East Coast collector 

Large Cent Whist, which has been reported in PENNY-WISE on several previous 
occasions, was extended recently to Half Cents. The challenger was an East Coast 
collector who had been corresponding with a Midwestern collector. Each collector 
wanted to view the other's collection, so arrangements were made to meet. Both 
were also of the opinion that there were other Half Cent collectors who would enjoy 
a report and who might possibly challenge the participants to a game. 

The challenger arrived early Saturday morning, October 31; and was met at 
the airport by the Midwestern collector who, for the sake of this report, will hence- 
forth be called the defender. 

The game got underway after two friends of the defender arrived for the pur- 
poses of viewing the combat and acting as judges. The first problem was to decide 
what would constitute a variety. After some discussion, it was decided to follow 
Gilbert’s 1916 book with additions for new dies and mulings, planchet weights, and 
variations of edge striking. Deleted were two Gilbert varieties which were deemed 
not to be true varieties, proof-only dates, pattern coins, and restrikes. The 
participants agreed on 100 half cents covering the period 1793 to 1857. 

The challenger moved into an early lead with the 1 7 93' s as he had three of the 
four varieties. The defender had only one, but the judges ruled that the defender s 
G-3 was superior by a hair's-breadth. Thus the score stood at 5 to 2 as they moved 
into 1794. The defender's eyes bulged out of his spectacles when the challenger pro- 
duced his 1794 G-2 in EF. The challenger's eyes did likewise when the defender 
produced his rare 1794 G-5 with G-9 edge lettering and his G-9 with G-5 edge lettering. 
1795 produced a surprise for the participants, as each was secretly harboring the 
notion that he had the only known specimen of G-5 on a thick planchet. The conclusion 
was reached by those present that the only known specimens were both present for the 

game. 

1796 was resolved by only one coin for both collections, accompanied by 
statements such as "one of these days I may be able to afford a better one and 
"I'm sorry that I sold the dog I had. " 

As 1797, 1800, 1802, and 1803 wers gone through, the challenger really took 
the lead with such items as the 1797 with gripped edge, an 1802 G-l in F15, an 1803 
G-2 in EF, and an AU G-3 of 1803, pushing his lead to ten points. The defender 
produced the broken die G-4 of 1803, but it lost to a regular G-4 in VF20 condition. 

1804 started the challenger downhill, when the defender produced twelve of the 
thirteen varieties to the challenger's ten. The defender's preference for coins of 
better condition also began to tell, with a series of 2 to 1 decisions for the defender; 
and the challenger fell behind by two points. The challenger enjoyed showing off an 

1804 G-7 with the obverse diebreak in VF30 condition he had acquired the^ 

coin just the weekend before for $12.50 in a New York coin shop but it didn t 

improve his score any as variations of this nature had been ruled out previously as 


- 28 - 


separate varieties. Anyway, the defender had one in similar condition, but he de- 
clined to disclose his purchase price. 

The G-4 of 1805 produced another tie for the judges to break, and the defender 
won even though the words HALF CENT were not visible on his specimen. The 
challenger's piece had a strong HALF CENT on the reverse but suffered from a lack 
of detail on the obverse. 

1806, 1807, and 1808 helped the defender with a number of 2 to 1 decisions, 
despite the challenger's ownership of an 1808/7 new reverse specimen. All present 
got a good laugh when the challenger told the story of how he acquired the specimen. 

The time was now 5 P.M. , with the score at 68 for the challenger and 74 for the 
defender. The judges departed. 

Combat resumed at 1 P.M. on Sunday, November 1, starting off with the 1809's. 
The challenger lost five 2 to 1 decisions, and he gulped as the defender produced the 
1809 with the new reverse. 

The 1811's produced an even score on the two varieties. The challenger pro- 
duced a G-2 in EF40 to the defender's VG8. The defender treated the challenger to 
a view of his 1811 restrike, and the challenger showed his G-2 with the diebreak 
over two stars and told how he had acquired it in 1948 for $4. The coin had been 
purchased at that time to fill out a date set as cheaply as possible. (Those were the 
"good old days" when the challenger was a youngster. ) 

On the 1826's, the defender not only produced both varieties in UNC condition, 
but he showed the G-2 with the massive rim break. On this occasion he told how he 
had done a little "cherry-picking" at a local coin show. 

The remainder of the game was a series of 2 to 1 decisions for the defender, 
plus a 2 to 0 on the 1831 G-l and the 1836 G-l. The challenger was buried under a 
blizzard of MS 60 and 70 coins which were a sight to behold. 

When it was all over, the defender had won by a score of 141 to 104; but the 
cry "wait 'til next time" was heard when the challenger left the defender at the airport. 

It was a great weekend and one that will not soon be forgotten by the participants 
and the judges. Not only was it a "first" for Half Cent Whist; but between the two 
collections, 89 of the 100 varieties had been seen. Of the eleven varieties missing, 
only four were of extreme rarity. No trades were accomplished between the 
principals, but sources of supply were well discussed. And as the challenger winged 
his way eastward, he thought not only of coins but also of the persons whom he had 
met and the wonderful hospitality which had been extended to him by his host and 
hostess. 


Editor's Note: As in previous such reports, the names of the contestants have been 
withheld for security reasons. Members can obtain same by directing their request 
to the Editor. Both contestants will be happy to schedule future contests. 
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PENNY POTPOURRI 


Dr. William Sheldon, Herbert Silberman, and Dr. Warren Lapp have been 
invited by The New York Numismatic Club to present a Forum on Large Cents at 
the club's February 12 meeting. Moderator for the Forum will be Mr. Harold 

Bareford Dr. Warren Lapp attended the House of Delegates meeting of 

the American Medical Association in Boston from November 28 to December 3. 

While he was in Boston, Paul Carter drove in from Middleboro, Mass, to be Dr. 

Lapp's guest at dinner, after which they and Dr. Milton Helpern, Chief Medical 
Examiner of the City of New York, spent a late session going through Paul's ex- 
tensive love token collection John Wright visited New York from 

December 15-20, during which time he was a house guest of Dr. Lapp and also 
Herb Silberman. John was trying to arrange for new pictures to be presented for 
the soon-due Red Book revision. John also spent several evenings with Dr. 

Sheldon and Dr. Dorothy Paschal While in Boston, Dr. Lapp tried to 

get Mr. and Mrs. Denis Loring to join him at dinner, but it was just after 
Thanksgiving and both the Lorings were on a very strict reducing diet to make up 

for the big gain they made during Thanksgiving Charlie Funk assures 

the Editor that he is hard at work preparing our annual index for Vol. IV. We hope 

to have it available so as to include it with the March issue Minutes of the 

annual meeting to be held in New York City on January 9 will also be carried in our 
March issue of PENNY-WISE. 

ANNUAL DUES 

Your attention is respectfully called to the fact that as of January 1, 1971 your 
annual dues to the EAC are now solicited. Any member who joined the EAC after 
July 1, 1970 is considered paid up until December 31, 1971. Annual dues are $5. 

Sending out notices that bills are due not only costs a lot of extra money but also 
takes a lot of extra time. All of us at EAC Headquarters are working people like 
yourself, so we just don't have the time to solicit you personally. Please consider 
this notice as a bill, and forward all checks to Herbert A. Silberman, c/o EAC,, 

P. O. Box 336, Brentwood, Long Island, New York 11717. Check or money order 
should be made payable to Early American Coppers Club. Prompt payment will be 
very much appreciated, as the exchequer is getting a wee bit short. 

************* 

ADVICE FROM YOUR EDITOR ON HOW TO WRITE RIGHT - 

Verbs has to agree with their subjects. 

Each pronoun must agree with their antecedents. 

Don't use no double negatives. 

When dangling, don't use participles. 

Join clauses good, like a conjunction should. 

In reports articles themes letters and stuff like that always use commas 
to keep a string of items apart. 

Don't use, commas which aren't necessary. 

Don't abbrev. 

Allways spell correctly. 

Check to see if you any words out. 

A proposition is a bad word to end a sentence with (unless you have to). 

- Copied from Brooklyn Rotary's FELLOE. 
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FIE ON' COIN WORLD ! 

Despite the fact that PENNY-WISE and the EAC are well-known to COIN 
WORLD and its Editor, Margo Russell, the following item appeared in its December 
2nd issue, page 39: 

PENNY-WISE HAS NEW EDITOR 

"Warren A. Lapp took over as Editor of PENNY-WISE, the official publication 
of the Early Anerlcan Coppers Association, following the retirement of William Parks. 

He called attention to an article on "Large Cent Restrikes" by members 
Jeffrey and Paul Oliphant, in which they followed the history of restrikes for many 
years after the dies were found in the Mint debris following the fire of 1816. 

Carried in the bulletin are reports of meetings held on the west coast on 
July 24 and at the Blue Ridge Numismatic Association in August. All present at each 
session said they gained by the meeting and the association with other members. 

Members of EAC were told in the bulletin that many persons have past issues 
of PENNY-WISE for sale and that contact may be made through Lapp, 731 East 22nd 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11210." 

Bill Parks was one of the first to see the above article, and he immediately 
wrote to the Editor. His letter was published on December 16 in the "Letters to 
the Editor" column, page 4, as follows: 

"May I direct your attention to page 39 of your December 2 issue of COIN 
WORLD, "PENNY-WISE Has New Editor". 

Credit must be given where due. Please be advised that Warren A. Lapp, 

M.D. is the one who conceived the idea of PENNY-WISE and has been the Editor 
since its inception. 

Until recently I was EAC treasurer and also distribution manager for PENNY- 
WISE. Both Herbert A. Silberman and I are managing editors and consultants, but 
Dr. Lapp has been the editor ever since PENNY-WISE was only an idea, and is not 
the new editor. 

Signed, William J. Parks, Orlando, Florida" 

The EAC regrets any confusion which COIN WORLD'S original article may 
have caused in the minds of its members. We hope that Bill Parks' explanation 
has returned everything to its proper prospective. Just for the record, it was Herb 
Silberman who conceived the idea of the EAC and who has fostered the organization 
into the potent specialty group it has now become. The idea of publishing a regular 
bulletin was developed by Dr. Lapp, and he was ably assisted by Bill Parks who 
gave the bulletin its name. Lapp and Parks presented the idea of PENNY-WISE to 
Herb Silberman, who enthusiastically approved it. Whatever success PENNY-WISE 
has achieved in the field of large cents rightfully belongs to the many members who 
have contributed news, ideas, articles, puzzles, photographs, and other items during 
its three-years-plus of existence. When we first began, there were many derogatory 
comments made and quite a number of people doubted that the bulletin would exist 
beyond its first year. PENNY-WISE is still going strong, and we hope that the 
membership, all of you, will continue to support it with literary contributions. 


LETTERS FROM MEMBERS 


From PAUL W. PATTERSON: "Recently I was offered an 1803 S-245 cent by a 

Florida dealer. I asked him to confirm the condition and to state his price. He wrote 
as follows: 'S-245 3c reverse, D189, N-3, (70-65-60-60-55-50) HIGH R3, LOW R4, 
BASAL #150, Condition census lists, BRILLIANT UNCIRCULATED to GEM on 
Obverse, XF/AU on Reverse, My asking price for this unicorn coin is $295. 1 I 
passed this information on to a few members whom I thought might be interested. If 
you are, write to P-W's Editor who will refer your letter to the dealer. I don't need 
this coin myself, as it wouldn't match the rest of the large cents in my collection. 

Good luck !" 

From BARTON LEAF: "As a recent member of EAC, I want to say how much I have 

enjoyed the few issues of PENNY-WISE which I have received. Since I am not 
familiar with other members, perhaps you can help me. Can you refer me to some- 
one from whom I can purchase a copy of Newcomb's UNITED STATES COPPER 
CENTS 1816-1857, 1963 reprint edition?" (Editor's Note: Barton was referred to 
Aaron Feldman who usually has copies of Newcomb's book available at $10. per copy. ) 

From JEFF PECK: "This is, regretfully, my first letter to anyone connected with 

EAC since joining in June of this year; but being a college student, my time for out- 
side interests is limited. I am very thankful for the wealth of information your (our) 
publication has presented to me, and rest assured that every word is completely 
digested and analyzed. I guess that my majoring in Economics (particularly in 
monetary systems) was a logical extension of my ten years in numismatics. I must 
admit, however, that I have learned more in the six months that I have been with 
EAC than in the previous ten years combined. I think that this should be a tribute to 
the fine work everyone is doing. 

Re: No. 21 of P-W, I enjoyed the article on "Large Cents and Polity" by 

Mr. Carter although I have enjoyed more other previous articles in the past which 
dealt with large cent history. Denis Loring's article on his discovery piece was 

good, and I am happy to hear that new finds are turning up this presents me 

with a challenge to learn more about attributing in which, because of a limited budget, 

I have had little experience. 

The request for help in revising the Red Book is very intriguing. Since the 
section on large cents cannot be expanded, my suggestion would be to eliminate a few 
of the unnecessary varieties (1833 IL and SL should be combined, 1846 MD should 
be eliminted), get a new photo for the 1826/5 (seems to me this present photo is not of 
the N-8), and add a price listing for XF in all series, I think the XF grades would 
be of great help, as it appears that all dealers have different formulas for pricing 
them. I hope that my ideas will be considered. 

Convention reports always interest me, since I am unable to attend most of 
them. The grading article by Mr. Loring was interesting, although it touched no 
nerves with me, I have always checked my purchases with B&D as they arrived in 
the mails (and now I use PHOTOGRADE as a supplement). If the coins do not agree 
with the grade quoted at the time of purchase, I return the coins with a note as to why 
I feel they should be graded differently. I think that this is of some help, although 
I have never had any feed-back from it. When I find a dealer who consistently over- 
grades, I generally try to avoid him unless he happens to have a very special piece 
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for which I have been looking. In such a case, and since most of my dealings are by 
mail bid, I will then bid a grade or two lower on them (coins being sold by mail bid 
are usually not attributed and hence are not over-priced as is the usual tendency 
when a dealer discovers that the coin is an R5 or higher). As for Dr. Sheldon's 
scale, I just haven't had enough experience with it to differentiate between a VF20 
and a VF30. Maybe it would be possible to publish an illustrated bulletin with the 
different grades as Dr. Sheldon sees them? 

And the keys to the various varieties are great ! 

In conclusion, I only wish that I had a spare $1250. - Denis Loring would find 
an immediate buyer for his set if I did. Best wishes, and keep up the good work!" 

From DANE. B. NIELSEN: "Enclosed please find my dues payment for EAC for 

1971. The remaining balance may be used for any EAC project which the officers 
feel worthwhile - may I suggest that it go to help bolster our fantastic bulletin, 
PENNY-WISE.” 

(Editor's Note: Dane is the first to pay his 1971 dues, and he forwarded them with- 

out any prompting from any of us. In addition, he included a generous overpayment, 
for which the EAC Officers are most grateful. It all helps. .... .and at $5. per 
year, P-W is a BIG bargain ! ) 

From ROBERT E. VAIL: "I have an 1822 large cent with an N-8 Obverse and an 

N-9 State I Reverse. Since both N-8 and N-9 in 1822 have the same reverse die, 
perhaps this is not unusual. The coin is XF. I also have an 1826 N-5 in EF with a 
very heavy double profile from coronet to chin. I also have the coin mentioned in 
P-W, No. 13, pl27 which is listed as Lot 176. This is the 1831 N-12, State IV, 
in UNC, which was sold as Lot 2397 in Max Mehl's 50th (Golden) Anniversary Sale. 

I think you are doing a great service for large cent collectors. Keep up the 
good work. " 

From ZACH CARDEN: "I expect to make the large cents a lifetime hobby, and I 

am excited about the prospects of belonging to a club having such outstanding 
numismatists. Please find my check enclosed for the first year's dues. I am 
looking forward to receiving PENNY-WISE." 

From PHIL BRANSON: "As a new member of EAC, I wish to thank you for the 
current and back copies of PENNY-WISE. They are fascinating and to me, are 
worth many times the subscription price to other numismatic publications such as 

. I am a collector of half cents and large cents, mostly acquired from 

reliable auctioneers, mainly Stacks. Keep the PENNY-WISE coming!" 

From DR. D. V. BOARDMAN: A note was written on his Christmas card, as 
follows: "Mrs. Boardman and I are flying to Sacramento, California to spend 
Christmas with Mother Boardman (age 88). My brother and sister will also be 
there. Then in February we may take our Dodge Mobile Home to Florida. I would 
like to sell my building and practice but just never seem to do so. So instead, we 
take more time off. After the first of the new year, I hope to concentrate more on 
large cents." 

From DARWIN B. PALMER, JR. : Also on a Christmas card - "We all appreciate 
your time and efforts which help to make PENNY-WISE and EAC such a wonderful 
organization. " 
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From BURTON E. EBERT: "This is in reply to a letter you received from T. E. 

Megules regarding a regional EAC meeting in Daytona Beach in conjunction with 
the FUN Convention, January 7-10, 1971. I do not know Mr. Megules nor do I 
have his address; therefore, I am conveying my comments to you. 

I am in favor of anything which promotes contacts with EAC members. If 
such a meeting develops, 1 will attend. I attended the Miami meeting held 
September 25-27. The only other member from central Florida who attended 
was C. T. Morley of Cocoa. The meeting was most interesting, educational, and 
personable. Tom Wolf, Frank Obermeyer, and Allen Corson really put out the 
welcome mat in great style — down to the Saturday night dinner at the Pub on Key 
Biscayne. 

There is one thing I can suggest to Mr. Megules. That is the necessity for 
FUN to furnish a private room adjacent to or near the Convention Hall for the EAC 
group. This seems a basic consideration as this type of a get-together produces 
much conversation, exhibits of valuable collections or individual pieces, and ex- 
changes of ideas that can hardly be achieved on the convention floor." 

From BRUCE TUCKER: "I believe that I have in my possession a specimen of the 

1796 NC3 large cent which was not included in Dr. Sheldon’s PENNY WHIMSY listings. 

Since I primarily collect the Late Date large cents and therefore am more 
familiar with Newcomb's attributions, I checked the coin several times using various 
attribution. When I was quite convinced that the coin was an NC3, I asked a fellow 
member, Allen Corson, for his opinion as to the attribution. Allen came to the 
same conclusion that I had. He suggested that I write you in the hope that you 
would bring the coin to the attention of Dr. Sheldon. If at all possible, I would like 
Dr. Sheldon to see the coin so that it might be included in any future revision of 
PENNY WHIMSY. I would also appreciate his opinion concerning the grade of the 
coin. Allen Corson graded it AG3, while I believe it is perhaps a G4 or G5. 

By the way, the coin was sent to me on approval along with several other large 
cents. Since I felt the asking prices were too high, I decided to return the lot. 
Fortunately, I did take the time to attribute each one, "just in case". Well, I'm 
very happy now that I didn't send those cents back without first attributing them. 

Also, I want you to know that I enjoy the issues of FENNY-WISE very much. 

I enjoy especially the accounts of regional EAC meetings. I attended the recent 
Miami EAC regional meeting and had a truly wonderful time." 

(Editor's Note: Your Editor has requested Bruce to forward the above coin to him, 

so that its attribution and grading can be checked and confirmed by Dr. Sheldon. ) 

From ROD BURRESS: "Enclosed is a mutilated 1828 large cent which you may have 

to include in your collection of "uses and misuses of large cents”. It would appear 
that the cent was carved on, with some sort of a tool in mind. Since the coin has an 
even, natural brown color, the mutilation must have been done many years ago." 
(Editor's Note: Our sincere thanks to Rod for calling the piece to our attention and 

for generously contributing it to my growing collection of such odd ball pieces. 
Interestingly enough, the piece was probably used by a Mohel (Rabbi ) or a doctor to 
perform circumcisions on newborn infants. Silver dollars were frequently used in 
the olden days to devise such an instrument, and there is no reason to believe that a 


large cent couldn't have been put to the same use. Of course, the silver dollar was 
bigger and could be easier to handle when doing the circumcision, but there was 
ninety-nine cents difference. ) 

From PAUL OLIPHANT: "Just wanted to tell you that Jeff's and my article on 

Large Cent Restrikes has been accepted by Ed Pochette, Editor of THE 
NUMISMATIST. The article, along with the photos, will appear in the February 
issue. 

While Jeff was in the middle of writing you last Sunday, he went outside to 
play touch football. He collided with one of the boys on his team and suffered a 
slight concussion. We took him to the hospital where they discovered that there 
was nothing seriously wrong with him. He came home on Tuesday and is feeling 
fine, but has to stay in the house for a week. 

I came to California in 1951. I was working for VIM, a large appliance chain 
in the New York City area, before I came out west. My wife's sister, who lived in 
Los Angeles, wrote and told us that "the streets were paved with gold". So we 
flew out to LA and I got a good job in the TV repair field within a few days. At the 
present time, I work exclusively in the radio and stereo area, and I work only for 
dealers who send the units to me to be repaired. I am one of very few who do this 
type of work in the LA area and I am the only one doing it fulltime. I guess that my 
line of work would be considered I\8. " 

(Editor's Note: Our congratulations to Paul and Jeff Oliphant for getting their ex- 

cellent article accepted for publication in THE NUMISMATIST. I'm sure that all 
the members join with me in wishing that Jeff makes a speedy recovery from his 
injury. 

From TOM WOLF: "Just a note to thank you for another great job on PENNY- 

WISE, and to send my dues for 1971. 

Response was very good to my note in P-W, offering to sell or to trade the 
coin presses. There are at least 14 members at this time who have presses, and 
so far everyone whom I've heard from has been very happy with his. Both John 
Wright and Denis Loring have written to say that they are making pressings of their 
large cent collections to keep at home while the coins stay in the bank - a great 
idea ! I'll continue to make presses whenever I can find old notary seals (I have 2 
on hand now), or I'll be happy to advise anyone on how to make his own. I’ll be glad 
to send sample pressings to anyone who writes and asks for same. 

From JOHN J. FORD, JR.: "I have finally decided that the only way I can try to 

build up a file of PENNY-WISE is to join the Early American Coppers Club. 
Therefore, I am sending you my check in the amount of $10. herewith. I would have 
done so a year ago, particularly after you so kindly sent me some issues of PENNY- 
WISE. However, I underwent serious surgery a year ago, and was out of circulation 
for some time. I am now getting things done, but as you can see, I am proceeding 
leisurely. 


ATTRIBUTION SHORT-CUTS FOR THE TURBAN HEADS 


Julius Feldman 


For the beginner who is making his initial efforts at attributing the large cents, 
the Turban Heads are ideally suited, since the majority of the nineteen varieties can 
be readily identified by the PHL (Point of Highest Leaf). 


1808 - PHL Right of center of 3 S-277 

PHL Under right side of S S-278 

PHL Barely right of center of S S-279 


1809 - There is only one variety for this year, so there is 

no difficulty here S-28G 

1810 - PHL Nearly under right side Overdate S-281 

PHL Just past right side S-283 

PHL About a third of the way between S and O 8-284 


The two remaining 1810's are very similar, but can be attributed 
by comparing the PLF (Point of Leaf under F): 


PLF Right of center of upright of F S-282 

PLF Under left upright 8-285 


1811 - PHL Nearly right 

PHL Just past right side 


S-286 

8-287 


1812 - PHL Just barely past right side of S . . . . Large Date 
PHL Almost midway between S and O- • • Large Date 


PHL Even with right side Small Date 

PHL Nearly right Small Date 


3-288 

S-289 

S-290 

S-291 


1813 - PHL Under right side of S 

PHL Almost midway between S and O 


S-292 

S-293 


1814 


PHL Well to right side of S 
PHL Under right side of S • 


3-294 

3-295 




AUTHORS' QUERY: 

"Jeff and I are hopefully planning to write an article about the symbols which 
appear on large cents, such as the wreath, Liberty cap, LIBERTY, stars, etc. with 
emphasis on the wreath. We would appreciate any information or help that anyone 
can offer us. Please write to 

Paul Oliphant 

5255 Allott Avenue 

Van Nuys, California 91401." 
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NOTES on the T AMMAN YS 


John D. Wright 
18 2 2 


The small differentiating features of this difficult year may not be visible on 
many coins. The following list is purposely redundant, as I value accuracy more 
than simplicity and we cannot have both for this year. 


DESCRIPTION-FINDER 


Coronet base line under E of LIBERTY 
Date very closely spaced 

822 tops almost touch 1 

Die Crack through 8-llth stars 2 

Date widely spaced 11 

SHILL 1 '- (skip unless SHILL is visible) 

Date very closely spaced 1 

PLC NR 6 

Denticle perfectly dots I of AMERICA 9 

Denticle " " I of UNITED 

PLS SPC 11 

PLS NR 10 

IC K7-12 Obv, separated from dentilation 

22 notably closer, RT feet joined 3 

PLC NR 6 

PLS SPR, PLC C 4 

Weak IC K7-9 obv, barely separated from 

dentilation & broken at 2nd and 3rd stars 10 

IB bases even, no line under E, T low 
(rests on hair), without SHILL 

PLD NC, denticle dots I of AMERICA 8 

PLD C, ” " I of UNITED 13 

PLD PC, PLS NR 12 

PLD NR, "ghost leaf" at E3 and C 7 

PLT3 NR (not SPR), PLS SPR, PLC C 5 

No trace of IC at left^ 

PLS SPC 9 

PLS NR 10 

PLS SPR 2 5 

PLS well PR 2 
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1 . 


The SHILL may not show on worn coins. See the drawing in my last 
chapter (1819-1821) for appearance of the SHILL. 

2, The IC is lacking even under magnification. Only N-2,9, and late- 

state N -10 show absolutely no trace of an inner circle at left obverse. 
Newcomb 5 appears to lack an IC, but the line is present on that va- 
riety underneath the dentilation. Newcomb 7,8,12,13 have the denticle 
tips at left joined by segments of IC, and N-3,4,6, and early N-10 have 
the IC separated from the dentilation. 

STAR-ALIGNMENT METHOD* 


Star number 


Var # 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 

X 





X 



X 




J 

2 







X 


J 

X 




3 


J 






J 

J 




X 

4 

X 




X 

X 

J 

J 

X 




J 

5 




X 


J 




J 

J 



6 

X 

J 





J 


J 

J 




7 , 8 , 12,13 








X 

J 



J 


9,10 

X 

X 

J 






X 

J 

X 


- 

11 




X 







J 

J 



7.8.12.13 

PLD NC, denticle perfectly dots I of AMERICA 8 
C, " » " I of UNITED - 13 

PLD PC, PLS NR ■— 12 

PLD NR, "ghost leaf" at E3 and C — — 7 

PLS SPC — 9 

PLS NR 10 

1. "X" represents Star Points "Xactly" between denticles. "J" is "Just 

About". See P-W 18, page 99 for amplification. 

After attributing an 1822 cent using one procedure (description finder/ 
star finder) it is a good idea to verify your attribution with the other 
method . 

Of the thirteen varieties of 1822, six are rare. Number 13 is now R7, 
Newcomb 9 is probably R 6 , and N -1,7, 8 , 12 are probably varying degrees of R 5 . 
These ratings will probably drop somewhat as these attribution aids are put 
to work. 


The "™” ° f i? 22 Published ly Davis-Steinberger in 1954 and bg 

WLJohnson {from I>-S) in LC167B Is nothing more than N-8, 2 


18 2 3 

Overdate ; 12th berry left of upright of R 

Twelfth berry right of upright of R 

Rusted dies, PLS PR - 

All varieties oi 1823 are rather common. 


1 

2 

Re strike 


18 2 4 


Overdate g Lump on back of 4 

PLC NC — _____ 

FLO PC _______ _____ 

Eate close & even, without SHILL'*' 

Date spaced 18 24 -« — „„ 

Date spaced wide; PLS well PR — . 

1. All dies of 1824 have the SHILL except N-2. 


An "1824/1" was reported by Davis-Steinberger (1954) It has uot 
seen by any cent specialist and its easily-discredited co^y casts st^v 
suspicions on its veracity — sort of ,, vu 4 lt w nceA< ,j ^ , ^rong 

confused the cent and half dollar of thl^'year! &SS ° C:Lation * Perha P s the y 
The only rarity of 1824 is N-5, which is probably low R6. 




Line Under E 


18 2 5 
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18 2 5 


IC at left obverse 

Straight -tailed, double-footed R 8 

Curl-tailed R 

First star points to base of bust 9 

" ” ” betw date & " 4 

Small A's^, Short F 3 

PLS SPC 6 

PLS SPR, PLF SPC 3 

PLS PR, PLF R 1 8 

Large A's^, Short F 3 

PLF PR, large center dot 7 

Square lump under T of CENT 9 

Date very close, numbers almost touch 1 

Large A's^, Long F 3 

PLS PR 2 

PLS NR, PLF NC 

First star points at 1 serif 10 

n " " above 1 serif 4 ? 

Same obverse; PLS SPC, PLF SPC 4 


1. A "modified Style I" letter-set was used for LIBERTY on N-8. The R, in 
particular, has a straight tail with a foot . I have not found this particular 
style of letters on any other die of this series or on any other series of this 
half-century. 

2. Large A's appear normal-sized to a trifle larger than their neighbors. 

Small A's are noticeably smaller than their neighbors. See facing page. 

3. The short F appears normal. The long F has a topheavy appearance, with 
an overlong top bar. See facing page. 

4. A mule with obverse of N-4 and reverse of N-10 has been rumored, but never 
verified. First published (I believe) in the D-S supplement, this mating has 
never been seen by any cent specialist. Since the obverses of N-4 and N-10 
are quite similar (differing mainly in date spacing, IC, and ER spacing), it 
is quite likely that the coin referred to was an N-10. The D-S paper listed 
this coin as "the long-lost Andrews 5", which it is not . The original Andrews 
coin (called #5 by him) is a heavily-struck N-10, presently in the Blaisdell 
collection. 

W. E. Johnson’s listing of the N-4/10 mule in LC167B is undoubtedly from the 
D-S paper. Johnson edited out all of the D-S fantasies and "ghosts" except 
the 1820 N-7/4 from LC167C. 

The only rarity of 1825 is N-l, which is probably R5. 

(to be continued) 
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************* 


SWAPS & SALES 


This column is open to members to list their duplicates for swap or sale. No 
charge is made for this space (within limits, of course). All listings for the next 
issue should be forwarded on or before February 20. Next issue of PENNY-WISE 
will appear March 15, 1871. 


************** 


BUYING 


COUNTEESTAMPED U.S. 


LARGE CENTS *************** 


Send unwanted c/s U. S. Lg £ — invoiced, insured — for offer. Both 
Sheldon and Newcomb items; also oddities. Held seven days pending 
agreement. Postage refunded on buys. Slowest check in U. S. Free 
attributions, you pay ret. post. & ins. 


**** 


ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, MIAMI, FLA. 33138. . EAC #155, ANA, ANS **** 


************* 


Tom Wolf 420 N.E. 7th Avenue Hialeah, Florida 33010 

FOR SALE or TRADE: 

2 coin presses to sell for $10. each, or will trade for 
l arge cents or numismatic books. 

I have a copy of "Coin and Coinage - The U. S. Mint" 

by A. M. Smith 1885 
and 

"History of the U. S. Mint" 
by G. G. Evans 1886 

The spines of both books are a little ratty, but the rest of the 
cover and contents are excellent. I'd like to hear from anyone 
that has books they'd like to trade or sell. 


************* 


************** 


Rod Burress 9830 Overview Lane Cincinnati, Ohio 45231 

PHOTOCOPIES OF PENNY-WISE, FOR SALE OR TRADE: 

I have some complete sets (photocopies) of PENNY-WISE from 
September, 1967 to the present - for sale at $24. postpaid, or will 
consider trade offers of large cents. I will also quote proportionate 
prices on partial sets or individual issues. 

************* 


*************************************************************************** 

* BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

************************************************************************** 


We have a great need for better grade early and late date large cents and 
half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please bear in 
mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You may ship 
directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details concerning 
the latter method, 

FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

16 McKinley Avenue 

Albertson, New York 11507 


************* 


Jesse Patrick 3565 Guilford Detroit, Michigan 48224 

FOR SALE - New Netherlands sales catalogues. Prices realized with each 
catalogue except for the 42nd Sale. As follows: 


35th - 

$1.50 

43rd 

- $2.50 

49th - 

$3.00 

37th - 

2.00 

44th 

- 18.00 

55th - 

3.00 

39th - 

3.00 

45th 

2.50 

56th - 

4.00 

40th - 

2.00 

46th 

1. 00 

57 th - 

2.50 

41st 

9.00 

47th 

3.50 

58th - 

2.50 

4znd - 

1.50 

48th 

2.50 

59th - 

3.50 


Also have a few Merkins sales catalogues after the Helfenstein sale. 

************* 

Gordon J. Wrubel 8415 Weil Center Line, Michigan 48015 

WANTED: Need many R6 and R7 Shelcon varieties in the Draped Bust series, 

especially S-122, 124, 125, 129, 142, 144, 178, 180, 183, 198, 217, and 218. 

Will trade. Write me. 


************* 


4 


*********************** 


LARGE CENT'S For Sale 


1 793Wr VG+ $340.00 
1 793LC G/Fr 237.50 
1794 F+/VG+ 72.00 
1794 F-VF 90.00 
1 795LE VG/Fr 75.00 
1795FE F 48.00 
1796LC AF 60.00 
1796DB 63.00 
1 797GE G/AG 12.50 
1 797NS VG+ 54.00 
1797WS F 27.00 
1798/97 G+ 26.25 
1796LD AG 5.00 
1798SD Fr 3.50 
1798SD VG 17.50 
1799 F/AF 825.00 
1800/1799 F 48.00 
1800/179 VG+ 16.00 
1800/179 AG 6.00 
1801 1/000 VG 21 .00 
Same G/AG 10.50 
1801 Blunt VG 14.00 
Fr 4 » 00 
1801 3 errors 
VG 42.00 

1801 1 - 1 00 / 1 -000 
VG 35- 00, AG 10.00 
1801 Ptd F-VF 60.00 
AG 12. 00 
1802NS Sgl Bar 
F 22. 75, G/ AG 6.00 
1802NS Dbl Bar 
F+ 28.50, G- 7.50 
1802 W S G+ 6.25 
AG 3.75 

1803NS AF 40.00 

G 16.00 

1803 1 - 100 / 1-000 
F 48.00, VG 28,00 
1803SD SF F 15.60 
1803LF SD G+ 6.50 
AG 3.90 
1803LD LF F 90,00 
1604 F 360.00 
1805 Blunt 1 
G+ 10.00, AG 6.00 

1805 Ptd 1 G+ 10.00 

Fr 4„0G 

1806 AF 35.00 
AG 10.50 

1 807/06 AEF 75.00 
AG 5.25 

l807Comet variety 
w/o Comet AG 10. 50 
1807LF F 18.00 

1808 Gk 13. 50, AG 8.25 

1809 AVG 60.00 

G 40.00 


181 0/09 AVG 15.00 
G 10.00 

1810 AVG 10.50 

G 7.00 

1811 VG+ 48 . 00 
181 2LD VG 14.00 

AG 6.00 

1 81 2SD AVG 12.00 
G+ 10.00 
1813 G+ 17.50 
AG 10,50 

1 81 2Cr AVG 12.00 

1812 Plain 4 G+ 
10. 00, G/AG 7.00 

1816 VG 4.20 

1 81 7CD VG 3.50 
1 81 7WD AVG 3.30 
AG 2.20 

1 8 1 7 15* AVG 7 . 50 

G 5.00 

1818 AVG 2.70 
181 9/18 VG 5.25 
1 8 1 9LD F+ 8.25 
1819SCD G/AG 3.50 
1819SWD F+ 7.50 

1 820/1 9LD AF 5.50 
1820SD AF 7.50 
1 820LD VG 3.50 
1821 CO AVG 15.00 
G 10,00 
1821WD G 8, .00 
A G/Fr 5.00 
1822CD AVG 3,90 
G+ 3.25 
1822WD VG 4.55 
G* 3.25 

1823/22 AVG 18.00 
G 12.00 

1823 F-VF 60.00 
AVG 18.00 
1824/22 AVG 12.00 
1 8 24 CD F-VF 12.00 
1824WD G-f 4,00 
G 3.20 

l825Sm A VG 3,90 
l825Lg A AF 7.00 
G+ 3,50 

1826CD VG+ 5.60 
G 2.80 

1827CD VG-+ 3.60 
AVG 2,70 
1827WD AF 4.50 
AVG 2.70 
1828/88 VG+ 3,60 
1828LD VG+ 3.60 
1 8 28 3D AF 9.00 
VG 6.30 
1829&L VG* 6,80 


1829LL AVG 2.70 
1830LL AF 4.50 
1331LL F-VF 6. CO 
1832LL F-VF 6.75 
1833 VF 8.00 
1834LD S* AF 7.00 
1835Ty34 VG 10. 50 
1836 VG+ 4.80, AG 1 .50 
1837LL F 4.80, AF 4.00 
1837SL F-VF 8.23 
AF 5.50 
1837BHC AF 4.00 
VG 2.80 

1838 AF 5.3O, VO 2 . 4 8 

1 839'ly36 --F 9.00 

VG t . 30 

1839SH AF 11.00 
AVG 6.60 
1 83$ BK AF 8.50 
VG 5.95 

l839'Ty40 G+ 4.50 
AG 2.70 

1840/39 AF 5.0c 
1840SD F 6.00, VG 3.50 
1840LD F 6.00, VG 3.50 
1841 VG 4.20, G+ 3.00 
1 842SD F . .00 
1342LD F 2.40, VG 3.15 
l843Ty42 AF 4.50 

YG 1 c 

l843Ty44 F 7.20 
VG+ 4.60 
l843Ty 42/4 l 
AF 30.00, VG 21 .00 
1844/61 F 7.60 

1844 F 4.80, AF 4.00 

1845 F 4.20, VG 2.45 
1 84-6TD F 6 . 00 

1849 VF 5.00, F-VF 3.75 

1850 F-VF 3.75.F 3.00 

1851 VF 5.00, F-VF 3.75 

1852 VF 5.00, F-VF 3.75 

1853 VF 5. 00, F-VF 3.75 

1854 F-VF 3.75, VG 2.50 
1 855Up 5 VF 6.00 

F-VF 4.50 

I85531a.nt 5 F-VF 4.50 

1855 Knob VF+ 12.50 
I856siant 5 F-VF 4.50 
1356 Up 5 Unc 65.OO 

1 85^LD VF 25.00 
1857SD EF 70.00 
1 793LC AVG/AG 

375.00 reverse just a 
lighter strike and 
more worn 

1794 Exact head of 
1795 F-VF 90.00 


1 793Ch SI Ameri R4 heavier 
reverse strike F/VF 950.00 
1 793Wr 39 R2 VF-EF 8.25.00 
1794 S31 R2 F-VF 90.00 
1794 342 R5 AEF CC4 610.00 
1794 S61 R4 F-VF 150.00 
1796LC S 88 R 6 CC5 F-VF 225.00 
1796DB S1 16 R 6 CG3 VF 367.50 
1797GE SI 20b R2 F 40.20 
1797WS SI 26 R3 VF-EF 100.50 
1 798 SD SI 57 R2 VF 50.00 
1 798 SD SI 64 R5 F 63.00 
1 7 98 SD SI 68 R3 VF+ 87.50 
1 798 SD SI 82 R5 CC 6 VF-EF 190.00 

1799 SI 89 R3 VF/o 810.00 

1800 S205 R5 F 60.00 

1800 S209 R5 CC 6 AEF 192.50 

1800 S21 2 Chips R4 VF-EF 120.00 

1 801 S220 1/000 R4 F 72.00 

1801 S221 1-100/1-000 VF 100.00 

1801 Blunt S224 R1 VF 40.00 
1802WS S225 R4 VF-EF 90.00 
1802WS S230 R2 F-VF 28.50 
1802WS S232 R1 AU 225.00 

1802 S234 R 8 F-VF 175.00 BEFORE 
rimbreak orLiberty injury 

1802WS S237 R2 VF+ 47-50 
1802NS S241 R1 VF 38.00 Dbl bar 
1803NS S243 R4 CC5 VF-EF 175.00 
1803WS S244 R5 F-VF 60.00 
1803WS S247 R5 AEF CC5 175.00 
1804 S266 R3 VF 595.00 No DBs 
1 S 05 Blunt S267 AU+ CG5 132.00 
l805Ptd 1 S269 EF+ 90.00 
1806 S270 R2 EF 1 75.00, F 42.00 
1807LF S275 R5 VF-EF CC5 180.00 

1808 S278 R3 VF-EF 125.00 

1809 S280 F-VF 1 50.00, AF 100.00 

1810 S283 R2 VF+ 50.00 

1811 S287 R2 VF-EF 180.00 
1812SD S290 F-VF 30.00 

1813 S292 F-VF 52.50, F 42.00 
1 8 1 4Pln S295 VF-EF scrs 40.00 

1816 N2c R1 AU+ 75.00 

181 7CD NlOa VF 10.00, F 6.00 
1817WD Nila EF 22.00 

1817 15* Nl 6 b F-VF 18.75 

1818 N7a Unc 85.00 ex Davis-Graves 
1820/1 9LD N1 F-VF 8.25,VG 3.50 
1820LD N10 AU 25.00, VG+ 4.00 
1821 CD Nla AF 25.00, VG+ 20.00 

1 821 WD N 2 a VF-EF 75.00,AF 20.00 
1 8 22 CD N4 EF 27.50, AF 6.50 
1822WD No VF 13.00 
1822WD N10 AU+ 50.00, F 7.80 
1823/22 Nla AF 30.00,VG 21.00 
1823/22 Nib R5 F 108.00 
1823 N2a R2 VG 31 .50 


‘ 1 825Lg A's N4 R2 VF-EF 31.50 
l825Sm A's N6a VF 14.00,AF 7.00 
18 26 CD N5d R2 F-VF 15-76,AVG 6.30 
1828LD Nila F 5.40, AF 4.50 
1829LL No AU 50.00 
1830LL N4a AU+ 50.00 
1836 N5II R4 F 18.00 
1837LL N7 AU+ 50.00, F-VF 6.00 
1837SL N5 EF 35.00 scarce over VF 
1837BHC N9a R3 AF 8.00 
1837BHC NlOa VF 8.00, F 4.80 
1838 N4I R2 EF 25.00, AF 5.25 
1838 Nil VF-EF 10. 50, F-VF 5.25 
l839Ty38 N2 F-VF 13.50.AF 9.00 
1839SH N4 F 13.20, AF 11.00 
1 839Ty40 N8 VF+ 22. 50, F-VF 13.50 
1839BH N1 0 F-VF 12.75.AF 8.50 
1 840LD N5a VF 10. CO, F-VF 7.50 
1840LD N9b R2 AU 50.00 
1840SD N13 AU 50.00, F-VF 7.50 
1841 N6 VF 12.00, F-VF 9.00 
1 842SD N2b VF 10.00, F-VF 7.50 
1842LD N5 VF 9.00, F-VF 6.75 
l843Ty 42 NlOa R6 AU+ 86.35 

1843 42/44 N4b AF 60.00 
l843Ty 44 N6b F 7.20, AF 6.00 

1844 N5a VF+ 10. 00, F-VF 6.00 

1845 N4a VF 7.00, F-VF 5.25 
1846SD N9a R4 F-VF 9.35 
1846SD N10 R3 Unc + 125.00 
1846MD N1 la r4 VG 4.35 

1847 Nl6a R3 F-VF 7.50 

1848 N7 R2 Unc 75.00 
1848 Nl6a R4 F 7.50 

1848 N29a R3 Unc 100.00 

1849 N9a R2 F-VF 5.60, F 4.50 
1849 N1 1b R5 F 9.00 

1849 N20a R5 F-VF 11.25 

1850 N20 R3 F-VF 7.50 

1850 N22 R2 F-VF 5.60 

1851 N6 Unc 65.00, F 3.00 
1851 N13c R4 F-VF 9.35 

1851 N32a R3 VF+ 12.50,F+ 7.50 

1852 N5b R4 VF 12.50 

1852 Nl4a R2 Unc Select 90.00 

1853 N5 R2 Unc 85.00,VF 7.50 
1853 N1 9 VF 5.00 

1853 N30 R3 VF 10. 00, F-VF 7.50 

1854 N8a R2 VF 7.50, F-VF 5.60 

1854 N24a R4 VF 12.50 
l855Up N8a R4 VF 15.00 

1855 Knob Ear N9b VF 10.00 
l855Slant NlOa VF+ 7.50, VF 6.00 
l856Slant N2a R2 VF-EF 13.60 

1 856Slant N3I R6 F 10.80 
l856Slant N4 R2 VF+ 11.26 
l856Up 5 N6 Unc 65.00 
1857SD N5 R3 Unc 140.00 


Satisfaction guaranteed, 3 day return privilege. Postage paid. 
W. E. JOHNSON Box 71 2B Boulder City, Nevada 89005 
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Newman Numismatic Educational Society 
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St. Louis, Mo. 



